Final Essay
The final essay in this course is a 10-12 page expansion of one of your case analysis essays. You will be expected to incorporate both primary and secondary sources, including those from peer reviewed academic journals, as well as a clear literature review. 
 
You may use AI for revision, but please do not use it for research or writing your draft. The goal of the final essay is to review and practice research and writing skills at the upper level, craft a thesis-driven bibliographic essay, and demonstrate understanding of course concepts.  

Content Requirements:
· Introduce (1-3 paragraphs): Include basic information about the primary true crime source (title, author, year, etc.) and plot summary. Include your thesis statement at the end of the introduction to show what your overall analysis will contain.
· Review the Literature (2-3 paragraphs): Compare and contrast (synthesize) at least 4 scholars’ ideas on various aspects of the true crime text. 
· Analyze the Text (5-6 pages): Focus on narration, characters, point of view, major themes, and other aspects of the text, using the vocabulary you’ve learned in class. Be sure that each body paragraph includes a topic sentence, ample textual evidence and supporting information, and a connection back to your thesis statement. 
· Argue (1-2 pages): Consider whether you think the author(s) of the text have covered this case ethically, using supporting evidence from your own literary analysis and the secondary sources you’ve found.
· Conclude (1 paragraph): reiterate your main claims, then consider the broader ethical implications of your analysis. What do we do with this information? What changes to our culture, media industry, and/or the criminal justice system would be prudent based on your analysis? 
· Reflect (1-2 paragraphs): Discuss and evaluate your writing and revision process in crafting this essay, including notetaking strategies, drafting, any use of Generative AI, visits to the Writing Center or other support, proofreading, etc. Please be truthful and authentic in your reflection to help you develop metacognitive awareness of yourself as a thinker.
· Cite: Please cite all your primary and secondary sources in-text and in a Works Cited page using MLA citation style.
Research Requirements:
· 1 primary true crime text covered in class
· 4 scholarly sources (minimum) 
Form Requirements: 
· Engaging title
· Subheadings for each part listed above
· 10-12 full pages, not including the works cited page
· Typed, double-spaced, Times New Roman font, 1” margins, saved as a Word document
· MLA formatting, including appropriate header on the first page, in-text citations, and Works Cited page
· Appropriate spelling, grammar, and syntax for an academic context. 
Topic Parameters: 
· You must use one of your case analysis essays as the foundation for this essay. Think of the case analysis as your rough draft, so you’ll just be adding onto and revising what you’ve already written about a true crime text covered in class. 

Grading: 
· The final essay will be graded holistically using a rubric. 

